Law firm champion of the homeless

by Jocelyn Nickels

Local Adelaide Hills resident
Matasha Jones, a pariner in
KelledyJomes Lawyers, has been
named as o finalist in the Telsia
Business Women's Awards which
are to be anmounced in Melbowme
on Movember 18,

Three years ago hiusiness panner
Michnel Kelledy and Natasha
made a decision to leave their
current firm and start their own
business, withowt phones, contacts,
files or even a business nam.e.

By 1.30pm that afiernoon they
had already hit the ground running
and now run 2 successful business.

Tt has been something that
Natasha had wanted to do for
some time but the opportunity
arose a lot quicker than expected,
although this did not nod slow her
down,

Within a fow months
KelledyJones had four ather staff
memhers, all of whom took a leap
of faith to grow the business with
MNatasha and Michael

The firm is the only one
in South Australia dedicped
to providing legal, strotegic
andd business support to local
povermnment and not-for-profir
clients, even helping out women
who are homeless.

This is what really makes
Kelledylomes different, s they are
able to provide the best service 1o
their clients and never act agains
their interests,

It was a big step for the two bt
once they jumped over the hurdles
and toughed out their first day
they masde their way in leaps and
hanmds

“The first day of the new
business was the greatest test of
chameter.”™ she said.

“It really was the sheer
determination, self-belief
despite the unknown and never
compromising on what we stand
for inchuding the wnwavering
support from our elients that has
propelled us to where the firm is
today,” she said.

Natasha was nominated for the
award by 2011 Tektra Bisiness
Women's Award winner and
fricnd, Theresss Hines,

Theressa has known Matasha
for about twio vears and has been
there to see her business grow and
thrive.

“She is just an amazing business
woman, she is highly intelligent
and engaging and her staff are
very nesponsive,” she said,

“The team work so well
together and it is & great work
environment.”

This iz something that Matasha
and Michael hoth felt very
passionate about forming.

“Michacl and 1 wanted o

".

estahlish a work place culture
that goes with our set of values.”
MNatasha said,

Theressa also explained how
Kelledylones is a business in
a real niche market that is very
community based.

“They help a lot of women who
are homeless and sometimes even
take days off work to go out and
help build houses for the homeless
= il's amazing,” she said.

Natasha feels very grateful to
have been neminated,

“Ir's & real honour to just be
nominated and recognised for ir”
she said

Notonly is Natasha o successful
husiness woman, she is o step
mother to twe boys and is soon
expecting twin girls.

For many mothers, managing
that waork-life balance is tricky,
bt Matasha has a different view,
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urging mothers to dismiss the
notion of a work-life halance and
instead simply fecling good about
wour work and your family.

“Many women focus on getting
the balance right which only adds
additional pressure when vou feel
like it"s not achicved,” she said.

“They try and jump from one
demand to the other.™

The firm movy has a team of
nine lawyers who work together
to ensure they meet their client’s
needs. They aim to remain
cansistent with their values and
expand market share,

For those looking to start up
their own business Matasha has
her own words of wisdom that she
lives by.

“My message for aspiring
business owners is 1o always back
vourself, be confident and embrace
resilience,” she said.



