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Height limits in many residential areas, particularly coastal areas, are increasing significantly from 

present height limits. All areas which presently have height limits of less than 9 metres should be 

carefully compared against the Code. In the more “urban” residential Zones, for instance the 

Suburban Neighbourhood Zone, the maximum height for buildings expressed as assessment 

criteria is “3 levels and 12 metres”. 

As stated in Part One of our series, the definitions of detached dwelling, semi-detached dwelling 

and row dwelling remain such that they must occupy their own allotment. The manner in which 

the terms detached dwelling, semi-detached dwelling and row dwelling are used in the Code does 

not reflect this legal requirement. For instance, in the Conservation Zone, the following is listed in 

Table 4 – Restricted Development Classification: 

 

Due to the current legal definition of “detached dwelling”, the exclusion could simply read 

“Detached Dwelling in the Dwelling Subzone”. The remainder of the exclusion applicable to this 

subzone is superfluous. 

Of particular note for rural areas is the lack of any accepted development, deemed-to-satisfy and 

performance assessed criteria for ancillary accommodation (i.e. granny flats). Given the often-

common desire for rural farming families to accommodate aging relatives on the same allotment 

as an existing dwelling, this omission appears to be an oversight.  

The abovementioned omission should be addressed so as to avoid unnecessary difficulty to 

applicants in achieving what is commonly accepted as entirely appropriate forms of development, 

subject to appropriate siting, bulk, height and scale limitations.  

Further, we repeat our comments expressed in Part One of our series as to how the definition of 

“ancillary accommodation” can be improved so that it achieves more practical outcomes whilst 

better avoiding the potential for legal challenge. 

Lastly, the Limited Dwelling Overlay and/or the Limited Land Division Overlay are used as 

restricted development “triggers” in the Rural Zone and the Rural Horticulture Zone. These 

Overlays and their extent need to be carefully reviewed by affected councils to ensure that 

acceptable constraints on new dwellings in these Zones remain in place. 
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